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in Pariyatra hills. He alone can help you at present Be
cheerful". Accordingly Indra met Viswarupa confessed his
follies and requested him to accept the priesthood of the
angels. The three headed Viswarupa agreed to obey the
orders of Brahma. With his blessings Indra vanquished his
enemies and regained his paradise.
Not satisfied with this victory. Indra now wanted to
gain permanent peace for his clan by totally eliminating the
demon race. For this purpose he requested his new priest
to perform a yagna. As these two were preparing for the
Yagna, the demons scented the forth coming disaster to
their race. They approached Twastra, the father of Trisira,
and requested him to save them from extinction. Twastra
sympathised with them. Promising to help them he met
his son and reminded him that the enemity between the
Devas and Asuras was an eternal one. He pointed out that
it was improper for him to cause the destruction of asuras.
He instructed his son to see that a portion of the havis
(offering) reach the demons so as to save their lives. As
duty bound Trisira agreed to obey his father. The Yagna
began in all solemnity; but to the astonishment of Devendra
not even a single foe of his was eliminated. Somehow he
came to know the secret design of his priest in sending a
portion of the offering to his foes. He became furious and
cut off the three heads of his new priest with a single stroke
of the Vajrayudha. By committing this heinous crime Indra
lost all his lustre. The demons once again occupied the
paradise and'drove away its chief. His sins haunted him.
Once again Indra left his wife Sachi Devi in the cave of
mount Meru and went to Brahma. He offered prayer to
Brahma and explained the helpless situation in which he
was placed. If only he could get back his priest Brihaspathi
all his troubles would come to an end. He requested Brahma
to indicate the means of winning back the grace of his
mentor. Lord Brahma sympathised with him artd said, "
The worship of Siva is the only way out for all fniseries.